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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE JANUARY 
 

January 2 

Holiday Recess 

School Closed 
 

January 3 

School Re-Opens 
 

January 10 

PTA Meeting 

9:30 AM @ MS 
 

January 12 

7th Gr. Winter II Sports Mtg 

3:15-4:00 PM @ MS 
 

January 16 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

School Closed 
 

January 18 

Board of Education Meeting 

8:15 PM @ HS 
 

January 20 

Quarter 2 Ends 
 

SEPTA General Meeting 

10:15 AM @ GC Public Library 
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A happy New Year! Grant that I 

May bring no tear to any eye 

When this New Year in time shall end 

Let it be said I've played the friend, 

Have lived and loved and labored here, 

And made of it a happy year. 

~Edgar Guest 

Dear Parents, 

What a wonderful time of year for reflection as New Year’s Eve approaches and the 

holiday season draws to a close.  December comes to an exciting yet warm and won-

derful end as we count down the seconds for  the ball to drop in Times Square ringing 

in the New Year. We kiss our loved ones, proceed to leave our prior troubles in the 

past, and hope for a happier upcoming time. We celebrate with warmth and together-

ness, (ignoring the frantic holiday shopping and meal preparation) which started with 

the family-centered holiday of Thanksgiving. We then enjoyed a month of holiday 

cheer with Christmas and Hanukah. We now say goodbye to the old year with well-

meaning personal resolutions and reborn commitments to our family and friends. The 

celebration of Thanksgiving and Christmas gives way to the birth of a new calendar 

with promises of new labors to make a caring difference in our own life and the lives 

of others.  The end of a year is a time of reflection; of thinking about past friends and 

family, and a time to think about what we wish we had said and done before the op-

portunity was lost to us. The new year brings a sense of optimism as we commit our-

selves to not having the same regrets in the year to come.  

I wish to take this opportunity to wish you all a year full of health and joy, and that 

you have no regrets when this year comes to a close.  I hope 2012 is the year when your 

resolutions are fulfilled and your dreams realized. 

With warmest regards, 

Peter Osroff, Ed.D.   



IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

A Note from the Nurse  

 Winter II sports season begins Tues., January 17, 2012. Health permission forms are due the week of 

January 9. 

Parent Drop Off Time 

 Parents should be aware that we do not have staff for supervision of children prior to 7:30 a.m.  Please do not 

drop off your children before that time.  Normal drop-off, except for extra help, a club meeting, or an intramural sport, 

should take place at 8:05 a.m. 

Order the 2011-2012 Yearbook 

 This year only happens once. Remember it forever. Together.  Your school's yearbook is a great way to remem-

ber and share in your son or daughter's school experiences.  Order your yearbook now at www.jostensyearbooks.com.  

Don’t wait! 

No Commercial Food or Ice Cream Drop-Offs for Cafeteria on Birthdays 

  Please do not drop off ice cream or food for use in the cafeteria. Invariably, feelings are hurt when children are 

excluded. Thank you for your assistance.  

A Reminder to Our Guests  

 When visiting the middle school, we ask that all guests show respect during the playing of the Na-

tional Anthem and the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.  Please pause for moment, wherever you may 

be, and turn your attention to the American flag. 

Parent Portal Update  

 As part of our continuing effort to improve the partnership between school and home, we are pleased to an-

nounce enhancements to the SchoolTool Parent Portal. You will now have on-line access to individual assignments in 

each of your child’s courses starting November 23, 2011. Assignments will include grades for different categories in-

cluding tests, quizzes and homework. The in-progress marking period average will fluctuate as entries are made by the 

teacher, since the marks received on different assignments carry different percentages. Grades will be accurate at the 

time of progress reports and report cards. Accordingly, the parent portal is closed prior to the end of a marking period 

and before the release of the quarter report cards. This gives our teachers the opportunity to finalize and submit grades 

and comments for a given marking period and progress report.  

The link to the Parent Portal may be found on our school’s website http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/ by click-

ing the Parent Login Center under Quick Links. The Parent Login Center will give you links to the Parent Portal Login 

and Instructions for accessing the secure SchoolTool Parent Portal.  
 

What do I do if I have a problem with/question about….  

Account log in If you have a problem with the log in to your account, please send an email to schooltoolpar-

ent@gcufsd.net to have your account unlocked. If this occurs outside of work hours, your account may not be 

unlocked until the regular work hours resume.  

Assignments, Attendance, Progress Report, Report Card or In-Progress Marking Period Average  

        For the class involved, please contact your child’s teacher  

 

Demographic Information Please submit changes in demographic information to the middle school guidance office.  

Please contact your child’s guidance counselor if you have any questions.  

https://newman.gcufsd.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=7c040ffbb5e64377b8e6c44cb8cc97c5&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.jostensyearbooks.com


 
Tapping Into All Learning Styles  

 
 Seventh grade Social Studies is a historiography of the United States from 

the pre-Columbian period through 1865. In a seventh grade social studies class,  a 

variety of instructional and assessment strategies are used to address the needs of 

students with different ability levels. Teachers bring social studies to life while tar-

geting all learning styles.  

 Students are often put into flexible groups to read a variety of sources and 

jigsaw information. Leveled textbooks, graphic organizers and visual aides are available so that each student can be an 

active participant while working with a group. Students with social/emotional goals are able to socialize with their 

peers while other students have the opportunity to take on a leadership role.  While in groups, some students use 

teacher-created handouts to research information, other students in the group may fill in closed notes, while other in 

the group share information they have gathered. Class notes are differentiated on a daily basis; when new social studies 

terms are introduced, students not only write the definitions but are also offered the opportunity to create a visual rep-

resentation for the words.  This allows students who are visual learners to tap into their strengths.  For students who 

are more auditory learners, class discussions paired with video clips and small group discussion allow them to learn 

using their strengths.   

In addition to class work, homework is also differentiated.  Some students use their textbooks to complete 

chapter reading grids; others use a textbook with a lower reading level to outline basic facts.  If homework needs to be 

differentiated further, teachers distribute short reading comprehension passages that highlight important information 

and include reading comprehension questions.  There are various ways students’ social studies knowledge is assessed; 

writing assignments help give the classroom teacher insight into the students’ level of understanding of the material.   

The skills required to be successful on writing assignments are often scaffolded into full class lessons.  Graphic organiz-

ers are used to help students organize their ideas and students utilize the TEES paragraph format to help structure each 

paragraph in their essay to support their thesis statements—all of this is aimed at helping students write more analyti-

cal essays that reflect deeper, higher-level thinking about the historical events.   

Differentiating lessons and assessments helps challenge students while promoting the academic success of all 

students. 

SPOTLIGHT ON  

The social studies department 

Team Fuscia Students Create Persuasive Informercials 

The time is 1735, and the students of Team Fuchsia have visited London. Desperate times have fallen upon the 

king. His people are running the risk of starving because they are unable to grow and import enough food to feed his 

people. There is much room in the thirteen colonies, but with little information available, people are hesitant to come. 

The king has created a task force made up of Team Fuchsia students to create an infomercial on each of the colonies in 

hopes to attract more people to North America.  

For their first Team Day of the academic year, Fuchsia students of Team 7C researched individual North 

American English colonies for a video presentation. After picking a colony out of a tricorn hat, groups of students re-

searched their individual colonies and shot their infomercials on Flips which were graciously loaned from the Special 

Education Department. These video-taped infomercials were showcased in front of students, faculty, and staff in the 

Middle School auditorium. As a culminating activity, students voted for which colony they would move to based on 

which infomercial was the most persuasive. 



SPOTLIGHT ON  

The social studies department 

Challenging All Students   
 Differentiated instruction is the practice of varying instruction to meet the needs of all of the students within the classroom 

setting.  In eighth grade social studies classes lessons are differentiated on an ongoing basis. During the course of the school year, 

teachers collaborate to plan lessons that include a variety of instructional strategies and learning experiences.  When students work 

cooperatively, students learning styles and abilities are taken into consideration when groups are formed.  During the Westward 

Expansion unit, students explore the essential question:  To what extent did Westward Expansion bring progress to all people?  In order to 

answer this question,  students analyze the experiences of the farmers who settled out West during the late 1800s. A jigsaw activity 

was designed so students could gain insight into the hardships farmers faced on the Great Plains.   Students were grouped according 

to ability level and become ―experts‖ on one aspect of the topic at their learning station.  

Students were then assigned to another group where they share what they have learned 

from their original learning station—hence the name jigsaw—the students all share a 

piece of information until the whole picture/historical narrative emerges.  Once students 

share information about the hardships farmers faced on the Great Plains, each student 

applies what they have learned to a writing activity.  While all students had to answer 

the essential question, to what extent did the farmers face hardship on the Great Plains?  They 

were able to choose how they would demonstrate their understanding of the topic.  Stu-

dents could either write a journal entry, a poem or a front page news article about life on 

the Great Plains.  These types of activities give all students access to content at an appro-

priate level while challenging all of them to grapple with essential questions. 

  Activities for All Types of Learners  
Differentiation allows all learners to access the content in our disciplines.  In social studies, there are many ave-

nues for teachers to differentiate instruction and assessment.  Once teachers identify the essential content of each unit, 

they work with special education teachers to identify what  students need to know and understand, as well as the skills 

that are essential for them to understand the big ideas.  From there, teachers work together to create activities that en-

gage all types of learners.  Social studies  teachers utilize short video clips, non-fiction writing, creative writing, as well 

as graphic organizer s and outline notes throughout a unit to effectively reach all types of learners.  In order to differen-

tiate instruction, teachers sometimes group students and assign readings at a variety of reading levels so that all stu-

dents have access to the content and can engage in the group activity.   Assessments are also differentiated so that stu-

dents have a variety of options for demonstrating their knowledge of the content. For example, in one social studies 

classroom, students worked in groups of four on a writing assignment where they all had the same objective: to create a 

writing piece that would show their understanding of the big ideas of the lesson.  Each group was given different read-

ings and a different assignment based on their groupings.  This allowed all of the students a chance to work at their 

own pace and research the answers to questions  - as a result all students had access to the content of the unit. 

National Council for the Social Studies- Annual Conference 

              Each year social studies teachers from around the country assemble to share ideas and discuss strategies for 

teaching at the National Council for the Social Studies’ (NCSS) Annual Conference.  This year two Garden City Middle 

School teachers, Alison Wallace and Erica Fregosi and social studies coordinator, Jeannette Balantic presented a session 

titled, ―Think, Talk, Write: Using Essential Questions to Improve Students’ Writing‖.  They showcased the work that 

social studies teachers in the middle school are doing to integrate critical thinking skills throughout their lessons and 

help students to grapple with advanced questions and content.  The session was very well received; many participants 

expressed their excitement about bringing the ideas back to their classrooms! 



IN & AROUND  

G c m s  

     Garden City Middle School Student Council Helping Mercy First 

In honor of the start of holiday season, students in the Garden City Middle School student council decided to 

collect canned goods for a local charity.  Throughout the month of November, students and advisors worked together 

to promote and collect thousands of items to donate to Mercy First.  Mercy First is a non-profit organization that helps 

out families and children in need on Long Island.   They offer necessities to these families, as well as after school child 

care and other programs.  They provide the foundations to these families for a brighter future ahead.   Students from 

6th, 7th, and 8th grade collected non-perishable canned goods to help support those in need.  On Wednesday, November 

23rd, the Garden City Middle School Student Council completed their annual food drive to help support Mercy 

First.  This year, students and advisors, Mrs. DeCillis, Mrs. Shea and Mr. Tullo, brought the food to Mercy First.  The 

donations were welcomed with open arms, and student council has already begun to start planning for future fundrais-

ers with this great organization.  The delivery was a great experience for all of the students involved.  

Ms. Biondi’s Art Corner 
  

The  Fine Arts Department is proud to announce the 11th Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Fine Arts and 

Essay Display. The Commissioner of Education, Dr. David Milton Steiner , and OGS Commissioner, John C. Egan, 

will acknowledge each entry with a certificate of appreciation for every student who participates in this worth-

while event.  All entries will be displayed on the Concourse of Albany’s Empire State Plaza at the time of the com-

memorative program ―Remember! Celebrate! Act! A Day On, Not a Day Off!" in January.  Additionally, selected 

artwork from the submitted entries will be used in the development of next year’s material publicizing and pro-

moting events in Dr. King’s memory. Artwork will be placed on display for viewing in the Empire State Plaza one 

week prior to the celebration of the King Holiday, on Monday, January 17, 2012 in Albany, New York.   Congratu-

lations to all our Middle School art participants! 

 

“Great art picks up where nature ends.” - Marc Chagall 

 



IN & AROUND  

G c m s  

                   Great Chefs At Á La Carte! 

 On November 15th, 16th and 18th Mrs. Caruthers’ and Mrs. Sorace’s 

seventh grade Italian students cooked a sumptuous Italian meal at the cooking 

school in Lynbrook, called A La Carte.    

 Polly Talbott, the owner of A La Carte, first explained the importance 

of cleanliness and how to avoid cross-contamination while cooking chicken.   

Ms. Talbott also discussed each recipe and the Italian region of origin of each 

of the recipes.  Then the students were divided into groups.  There were five 

stations for cooking.  The students in Station A cooked a country-style minestra 

(soup), the students in station B cooked gnocchi al pomodoro (potato dumplings 

in tomato sauce), the students in station C cooked polenta (corn flour) served with broccoli rabe, group D cooked chicken 

piccata (chicken with lemon juice and broth) and group E made the famous Italian tiramisù dessert.  There are two dif-

ferent accounts as to why the dish  was named "tiramisu". The name "tiramisu"  translates into "pick me up".  The first 

account suggests that the name means "pick me up", referring to the two caffeinated ingredients that are present in the 

dish - espresso and cocoa.  A second account refers to the idea that the dessert is so good it makes the taster swoon, and 

therefore, must be "picked up"!  

 It was a pleasure to see all the students work so well together.  There was real teamwork as they read the reci-

pes carefully and took turns sautéing the chicken, making the gnocchi (potato dumplings), stirring the soup and the 

sauce and also whipping the milk and eggs for the dessert.    The aroma from each station was incredible and we all 

worked up a great appetite.  The students were even complimented by the staff at A La Carte for being so diligent about 

cleaning up their stations! 

 When all the food was ready, it was placed on beautiful serving platters and the students set the tables and 

brought all the platters to the tables.  Everything was just deliziosissimo!  It was a 

wonderful hands-on experience for the students and we all agreed it was a culi-

nary delight!  

Guidance Direct  
 During the week of November 28, Mrs. Ingoglia instructed all eighth grade students in a career exploration unit.  Students 

accessed a career connections computer program called Guidance Direct.  Guidance Direct is an interactive online career planning 

resource where students take a validated interest assessment and receive a career profile that matches their interest areas. 



IN & AROUND  

G c m s  

Differentiation in Speech-Language Therapy 

The focus of school-based speech-language pathologists is the communication abilities of students. The school-

based speech-language pathologist’s goal is to evaluate, diagnose and treat speech, language, and cognitive-

communication disorders within the educational environment via pull-out or push-in therapy. Differentiation of activi-

ties and information is essential when trying to support learning within the curriculum. Some ways a speech-language 

therapist may use differentiation in therapy include:  

Delivering the curriculum using language focused techniques or approaches 

Changing the sequence and progression of the content 

Building in opportunities for frequent repetition of material 

Reducing the number of secondary tasks required within an activity to focus on the key information 

Developing curriculum based themes to facilitate reinforcement and generalization 

Provide students with various memory strategies to improve short and long-term recall.  

Making the Middle School student aware of their speech/language deficits so that they can be more of an advo-

cate for themselves in their classroom environment.  

All Students Reach their Potential in the Fine Arts Department 

 There is no one definitive way to learn to draw. There are many approaches that can be taken to learn to paint, 

or sculpt. There is no one singular way to teach a student how to be creative. The art classroom is a place where multi-

ple approaches can be employed by our students in an effort to reach their artistic goals.  

 Students enter the art classrooms every year with a diverse range of artistic experiences and abilities and our 

curriculum is designed to meet the needs of all; with instruction given to meet the individual needs of each student. 

Success is based on the personal goals set for each student. Whether a student functions at a basic or more advanced 

level, they will all have the opportunity to explore, learn, grow and develop their artistic abilities and aesthetic skills. 

The nature of our program introduces the students to a variety of artistic media and techniques that will challenge 

them, while helping them develop practical artistic skills that enhance their ability to critically and creatively think, 

while furthering their aptitude to solve complex problems, in addition to providing an opportunity for individual ex-

pression.  In the art classroom, students are presented with the curriculum through a diverse range of methods. Each 

lesson is demonstrated through a series of step-by-step instruction, while information is also shared through visuals 

such as teacher and student work, art prints, books and film. Additionally the lessons contain reading components and 

often employ the use of technology and internet resources.  

 With the curriculum being primarily based on individual growth, students are often involved in the learning 

process through having the ability to select the materials and subject that they will be working with and on. Each indi-

vidual student will receive instruction and support from the teacher, and is guided towards their personal best.    

Differentiated Instruction in Physical Education 
The middle school physical education department’s focus is on lifelong fitness.  We have various pieces of equipment (core 

balls, medicine balls, dumbbells, plyo boxes, etc) for students of different abilities.  The students are taught how to choose their own 

equipment that will challenge them, improve their fitness level, and let them exercise safely. 

Students have to work in a cooperative setting either in groups, teams or as partners.  Some days students are grouped with 

peers that share their own abilities and some days they work  with students that will challenge them to succeed. 

Lastly, we teach event directed instruction.  For example, before the Garden City Turkey Trot  students were taught how to 

pick their own ―pace‖ so they can complete the race without walking.  Every student’s pace will be different and they are encour-

aged to participate regardless of their fitness level and/or speed. 



IN & AROUND  

G c m s  

Mrs. Pollack’s Homebase Helps a Family in Need  

  

 

 

 Students in Mrs. Pollack's 8th grade homebase made holiday pens dur-

ing the first week in December.  They constructed the pens by wrapping floral 

tape around the pen while attaching a holiday decoration.   Students sold the pens 

to friends, family members and teachers.  The money raised will be used to pur-

chase gift cards for a family in need during the holiday season. 

American Mathematics Competition 

 

THE RESULTS ARE IN!! 

The results of the AMC 8 (American Mathematics Competition) have been received.   

The top scorers and their scores (out of 25) are: 

 

6th grade 

First Place – Brandon Gong (19) 

Second Place – Julia Choi (15) 

Third Place – Alan Jian (11) 

 

7th grade 

First Place – Jack Bingham (19) 

Second Place – Walter Cook (17) 

Third Place – (tie) Edward Flaherty, Tyler Okada, & Charlie Tobin (14) 

 

8th grade 

First Place – Yang (Richard) Liu (23) 

Second Place – Joseph Fulgieri (20) 

Third Place – John Riceman (19) 

 

Yang Liu (8th grade) is the school winner with a score of 23 out of a possible 25!  The top three scorers gave GCMS a 

team score of 62. 

 

Any participants wishing to see their scores can stop by room 208 to see Mrs. Heid. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL WINNERS AND PARTICIPANTS!! 

 



IN & AROUND  

G c m s  

Math Olympiads 

 On Tuesday, 15 November 2011, 6th Grade Math Olympians competed in their first meet of the 

year.  This is the twelfth year we entered two teams of 35 students each. Our school score for this meet 

(total of the top 10) was 44 out of a possible 50.  That’s a fantastic start!  We had four perfect 5’s!! 

Here are the results of the top scorers: 

 

 
NAME TEACHER SCORE 

Julia Choi Hakes 5 

Brandon Gong Orrego 5 

Jillian Manley Hakes 5 

Catherine Schick Nardone 5 

Thomas Beal Orrego 4 

Thomas Bermel Hakes 4 

Emma Cashwell Drogin/Giangrande 4 

Harrison Ernst Hakes 4 

Collin Fischer Hakes 4 

Caroline Hegarty Drogin/Giangrande 4 

Chris Jordan Hakes 4 

Michael Liberopoulos Drogin/Giangrande 4 

Kerry McHugh Drogin/Giangrande 4 

John Mignone Orrego 4 

Colby Nolan Orrego 4 

Paul Sekas Nardone 4 

Tyler Soutar Nardone 4 

Seungmin Woo Orrego 4 

Isabel Cara Drogin/Giangrande 4 



IN & AROUND  

G c m s  

Saturnalia  

by Magistra’s Students 

 On the first and second of December, Latin classes at the middle school held a traditional Roman feast, the Sat-

urnalia. In Ancient Rome the Saturnalia was celebrated on the seventeenth day of December. Called the ―best of days‖ 

by poet Catullus, the holiday honored the god Saturn. Festivities lasted anywhere from three to seven days, and began 

with the ritual removal of woolen bonds around the feet of Saturn in the temple bearing his name. This act symbolized 

the temporary freeing of slaves. 

 During the Saturnalia there was no school, and business came to a halt. Gambling took place in public, and oc-

casionally slaves tried to win enough money to buy their freedom permanently. Houses were decorated with laurel and 

cypress, and bakers brought out their saturnalia cakes and bread loaves for the banquets that would follow in the eve-

ning. The most famous tradition of the Saturnalia was presentation of the pilleum or cap of freedom. This was given to 

slaves by their master, and during the large meal, the master fed the slaves. One of them might be chosen the Saturna-

licius Princeps, or Master of the Saturnalia in the household. That fortunate person would be able to order everyone else 

around for the duration of the holiday. On the final day, gifts would be presented. 

 At the middle school, students brought food that could have been served at a traditional Saturnalia. Among the 

dishes were bread (panis), pie made with apples, cake made with honey instead of sugar (they didn’t have sugar in An-

cient Rome,) fruit, including figs, dates, apples, and pomegranate (malum granatum), grapes (uva), olives (olive) ,bananas 

(ariena), cheese (caseus), and sausage (tomaclum). The beverages included grape juice, pomegranate juice, and apple 

juice. There were a few differences from the Roman meal, however. Students didn’t recline on chairs, and there were no 

slaves to feed them. But students used (for the most part) only spoons, like the Romans. After eating, the classes agreed 

―Cibus est bonus!‖ 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Garden City Middle School Library 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

The GCMS Library opens at 7:30 a.m. 

 
 

  Powerless 
by Matthew Cody 

Daniel, the new kid in town, soon learns the truth about his nice—but odd—new 
friends: one can fly, another can turn invisible, yet another controls electricity. 
Incredible. The superkids use their powers to secretly do good in the town, but 
they’re haunted by the fact that the moment they turn thirteen, their abilities will 
disappear—along with any memory that they ever had them. Is a memory-
stealing supervillain sapping their powers? 

The answers lie in a long-ago meteor strike, a World War II–era comic book 
(Fantastic Futures, starring the first superhero, Johnny Noble), the green-flamed 
Witch Fire, a hidden Shroud cave, and—possibly, unbelievably—―powerless‖ 
regular-kid Daniel himself. 

 

 

  Fly Trap (Sequel to Fly By Night) 
by Frances Hardinge 

Having barely escaped the revolution they had a huge (if accidental) part in 
causing, sharp-eyed orphan Mosca Mye; her guard goose, Saracen; and their 
sometimes-loyal companion, the con man Eponymous Clent, must start anew. 

All too quickly, they find themselves embroiled in fresh schemes and twisting 
politics as they are trapped in Toll, an odd town that changes its entire personal-
ity as day turns to night. Mosca and her friends attempt to fend off devious new 
foes, subvert old enemies, prevent the kidnapping of the mayor's daughter, steal 
the town's Luck, and somehow manage to escape with their lives—and hopefully 
a little money in their pockets. 

  

 
  

  

  Unsinkable (Titanic Series #1)  
by Gordon Korman 

The Titanic is meant to be unsinkable, but as it begins its maiden voyage, there's 
plenty of danger waiting for four of its young passengers. Paddy is a stowaway, 
escaping a deadly past. Sophie's mother is delivered to the ship by police - after 
she and Sophie have been arrested. Juliana's father is an eccentric whose riches 
can barely hide his madness. And Alfie is hiding a secret that could get him 
kicked off the ship immediately. 
 
The lives of these four passengers will be forever linked with the fate of Titanic. 
And the farther they get from shore, the more the danger looms. . . . 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/matthew-cody
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/frances-hardinge
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/gordon-korman/2114757

